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For a clean, green, connected
8t. Louis region

www.greatrivers.info



Thee Great Rivers Greenway DMstriet

The Giraat Rivers
Greenway Castrict”
was established in
Mewermber 2000 by
the successful passage
of the Claan Watar,
Safe Parks and
Community Trails

Initiative (" Proposition
£ im 5t. Lowis City, 3t Louis County and 5t Charles County,
Fissanarl, Great Fivars Greeray is funded by a1 10th of

1 gent sales tax,

The Interconnected System of Greemenys,
Parks, and Trails

Great Rivers Greemway works for a dean, green connected 5t
L ragion, To delber s misshan, Great Rivers Greemeay &
spmarheading the development of The River Ring, an intercon-
nected system of preenways, parks and trads that will encirdie
the SL Louis region, enhancing the quality of ife for residents
and visitors. Evertually, The River Ring will comprize a §00-mile
weiths of more than 45 greanways that will erisscross the reglan
amd provide access o trad and greemsay projects developed by
the ddetre East Park and Recreation District in Madison and 5t.
Clair counties, lincis. The concept of The Rver Ring was the

cutcome of a 10-month citzen planning process completed in

Saptembar 2003,
Cuwrrent Projects

Since 2002, Great Rivers Gr'ﬁnnl.w.}' hias imn pltmemtd many
progects across the district, often in parinership with
munil:ipal. governme ntal and publiz ape ncies, as well as
private and nanprofit erganizations, Great Rivers Greanway
alss is merging as an inspirational model for comparabls

EVEEN space imitiatives nationwide.

For riiore ffrmicon about Greae Rivers Greemsay arid i currert
fprojects, visit wusw préatriviss info
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An Interconnected System for
Commumity Bemefit

Initiatives in metropoliten areas across the country demonstrate
thr beiefits of an interconnactied systar of grearways, parks
and trails. The benefits go far beyond recreational use;
BCONOmic grm."th is stimulated; property walues increase; tay
bases improve; mew businesses develop; cilizens and
reeighb-orhonds interact; open space is preserved; and healthier
lifiestybas ane ancouraged

For example, an interconnected system can..,

Imgrave everyday lng -

An interconnected system encourages neighborhocd and
cormminity lifestybes that emphasize catdoo racraation and
promote walking and bicycling to school, work and shopping.
I'-!_!.I Iinking thi system to streets, sidewalks and other puhlil:
spaces, it helps communities and neighborhoods to function
im a mare connected, healthy and enjoyable way.

Link 0 commimLy's ressuros -

By providing physical connections and green “buffers,” a setem
af greenways, parks and traik belps unite spaces within a
communily. Residential and commercial disiricts, educational
campuses, civic and cultural amenities, and light industry all
cai ke Interwovan with & wall-desigred open space plan that

incorparates and respects the ratural environment.

Create a stronger fax base

Feighborhoads and communities thrive when public inwest-
ment is made in gresrnays, parks amd trails, i:nc-:luraging
additicnal public and private investimant in the ares, The
enbancernent of “gresn infrastruecbure” s an important
aspect of redevelopment contributing to increased property
values and, this, tax reveniis, Hzighh-urh-u-crd: and Sommunities
prosper, job cpportunities increass and the region stabilizes
financially, In establishad and grawing cammianitios, th
additicnal open space provided by the mierconnected syslem

alsa increases the appeal te future residents and businesses.






Grecnways

Gresmways are open space connectors linking

parks, residential areas, nature reserves, commarcial
areas, civic amenities, cultural institutions, and historic
sites with each other,

Greenways are lincar spaces established along
natural corridors, such as streams and rivers; or
along developed corriders, such as railroad right-of-
ways converted for recreational use,

Greenways cnoourage recreation as well as
interaction and provide secial, economic and
erwircnmental benefits to residents and wisitors alike,

Gretting Involved

Fram its inception, Great Rivers Greemway has
been inspired, nurtured and guided by the people
of the 5t, Lowis region, The district encourages
citizen invalverment in the
continued development
af The River Ring. Ta inquire
about volunteer
opportunities, please
contact the district at
info@greatrivers.info,

"The River F‘.ing is one of the most t:-:citing and
durate Iegacies W can create for our regir:.n. It i%
a true celebration of our unique and wenderful

rivers, our cultural heritage.”

~ D Ry, Exgroihr Diercior,

The |:.'..l:|:|l Eywera Groeradp tiinz
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