About The Great Rivers
Greenway District:

The Great Rivers Greenway District, formerly
known as the Metropolitan Park and Recreation
District, is one of the largest districts of its kind
in the nation. Through its efforts, the Greenway
District is developing a well-planned, intercon-
nected system of greenways, parks, and trails
that will join Missouri and Illinois and cover
an area of 1,216 square miles. The Greenway : v !
District was established in November 2000 by the _' o .-: | Celebrating
successful passage of the Clean Water, Safe Parks j A Y
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and Community Trails Initiative (Proposition C)

in St. Louis City, St. Louis County and St.Charles e ; Of Progress

County, Missouri. For more information about the
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Great Rivers Greenway District and the Meramec

Greenway, visit www.greatrivers.info.

Bringing the Meramec River Back to Life

The River Ring

In 2002, the Great Rivers Greenway District Sy Bieany pmemsag 41'5. Central Avenue
The River Ring - i Clayton, MO 63105

incorporated the Meramec Greenway into the W W 314 615.7874

region-wide system of interconnected greenways, L 4 www.greatrivers.info

parks, and trails known as the River Ring.
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The Great Rivers Greenway District




What's a Greenway?

A Greenway is system of corridors — such as
riverfronts, stream valleys, ridge lines, railroads
converted for recreational use, canals, and
scenic roads — linked together in a network.
They connect parks, nature reserves, cultural
institutions, historic sites, as well as recreational

and commercial areas.

History of the Meramec River

Flowing out of the scenic Ozarks, the Meramec River meanders through the St. Louis Metro Region on its way

seeking fun and adventure.

But by the mid-1900's, the landscape had changed.
Like many other urban rivers, the water fouled,
unprotected riverbanks failed and areas of floodplain
developed, with the lower Meramec becoming an

embarrassing eyesore.

In 1975, an Act of Congress called for a study to
reverse the river’s decline. The Meramec Greenway
was established. Made up of governments and
citizens, the Greenway was formed to plan and
guide the restoration of the Meramec River, including
the development of wastewater freatment plants,
public acquisition of riverfront lands, restoration of
forests, and development of public parks and

conservation areas.

In celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Meramec
Greenway, The Great Rivers Greenway District and
its partners salute our accomplishments and share
our excitement for bringing the Meramec Greenway
back to life as an integral part of a clean, green,

connected region.

to the Mississippi River. More than 100 years ago, people came to the shores of the Meramec River to escape
the heat and congestion of St. Louis. They enjoyed the beauty and recreational offerings of the area. Resort

towns and cottages lined the riverbank for miles. The area became a favorite summer refuge for thousands

The Meramec Greenway Today:
Becoming Part of the River Ring

In 2002, the Great Rivers Greenway District incor-
porated the Meramec Greenway into the region-wide
system of interconnected greenways, parks, and trails
known as the River Ring. Since then, the Great Rivers
Greenway District has acquired nearly 200 acres

of land in the Meramec Greenway, and negotiations
are underway for more. These include riverfront
properties that will be restored and protected, helping
to improve water quality and enhance the river’s visual
sefting. Ten miles of new trails are also being devel-
oped. Thus far, over $6 million dollars has been

committed to the Greenway.

Diverse Features of
The Meramec Greenway 2005

We invite you to explore the beautiful waters and scenic
vistas of the Meramec Greenway. Spend the day hiking
one of the many trails, taking a leisurely float down

the river, or studying nature.
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Discover what the Meramec
Greenway has to offer:

»

Meramec Greenway Partners:




